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Appropriations are one part of a complex federal budget process that includes budget 
resolutions, appropriations (regular, supplemental, and continuing) bills, rescissions, and 
budget reconciliation bills. The process begins with the President’s budget request and is 
bounded by the rules of the House and Senate, the Congressional Budget and Impoundment 
Control Act of 1974 (as amended), the Budget Enforcement Act of 1990, and current 
program authorizations. 

This report is a guide to the regular appropriations bills that Congress considers each year. 
It is designed to supplement the information provided by the House Committee on 
Appropriations and Senate Subcommittee on Legislative Branch of the Senate Committee 
on Appropriations. It summarizes the current legislative status of the bill, its scope, major 
issues, funding levels, and related legislative activity. The report lists the key CRS staff 
relevant to the issues covered and related CRS products. 

NOTE: A Web version of this document with active links is 
available to congressional staff at [http://beta.crs.gov/cli/ 
level_2.aspx?PRDS_CLI_ITEM_ID=73]. 
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Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies: 
FY2008 Appropriations 



Summary 

This report monitors actions taken by the 110 th Congress for the FY2008 
Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies (CJS) appropriations bill. In the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2008 (P.L. 110-161), Congress has provided 
$54,637 billion in CJS appropriations, a 3.4% increase over the FY2007 enacted 
level and a 2.2% increase over the Administration’s request. This amount includes 
$6,857 billion for the Department of Commerce (a 3.5% increase over the FY2007 
enacted level), $23,592 billion for the Department of Justice (a 1.6% increase), 
$23.38 billion for science agencies (a 5.3% increase) and $808.8 million for related 
agencies (a 1.0% increase). 

The Administration’s FY2008 request included $53,450 billion for those 
departments and agencies funded through the CJS appropriation, or about a 1.1% 
increase over the FY2007 appropriation ($52,843 billion). The request included 
$6,596 billion for Commerce (a 0.4% decrease compared to the FY2007 enacted 
level), $22,348 billion for Justice (a 3.7% decrease), $23,744 billion for science 
agencies (a 6.9% increase), and $762.5 million for related agencies (a 4.8% 
decrease). In addition to these amounts, the Administration has requested another 
$146.7 million for Justice as part of the FY2008 Global War on Terror Supplemental. 

The House passed an FY2008 CJS appropriations bill (H.R. 3093) on July 26, 
2007. The House bill would have provided $55,965 billion for FY2008, or a 5.9% 
increase over the FY2007 appropriation and a 4.7% increase over the FY2008 
request. The House amount would have provided Commerce with $7,018 billion (a 
5.9% increase over the FY2007 enacted level), Justice with $23,974 billion (a 3.3% 
increase), science agencies with $24,127 billion (an 8.6% increase), and related 
agencies with $845.7 million (a 5.6% increase). 

The Senate passed an FY2008 CJS appropriations bill (H.R. 3093, as amended) 
on October 16, 2007. The Senate bill would have provided $57.7 billion, or a 9.2% 
increase over the FY2007 appropriation and an 8.0% increase over the FY2008 
request. The Senate amount would have provided Commerce with $7,289 billion (a 
10.0% increase over the FY2007 enacted level), Justice with $24,493 billion (a 5.5% 
increase), science agencies with $25,019 billion (an increase of 12.7%), and related 
agencies with $899.7 million (a 12.4% increase). The Senate bill included $1 billion 
in emergency funding for NASA’s return to flight initiative. 

Conference negotiations on H.R. 3093 broke down, however. In lieu of further 
action on that bill, congressional leaders opted to use the Department of State, 
Foreign Operations, and Related Appropriations bill, 2008 (H.R. 2764) as a vehicle 
for the CJS appropriations, as well as the other 10 remaining appropriations bills, in 
addition to emergency spending for military operations in Iraq and Afghanistan. On 
December 17-19, 2007, Congress completed action on H.R. 2764 through an 
exchange of amendments between the two chambers. The President signed H.R. 
2764 into law on December 26, 2007 (P.L. 110-161). This report will not be 
updated. 
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CRS Key Policy Staff 



Area of Expertise 


Name 


Division 


Telephone and E-Mail 




Departments 






Department of Justice 


Celinda Franco 


DSP 


7-7360 

cfranco @ crs . loc . go v 


Department of Commerce 


Ted Murphy 


G&F 


7-6201 

tmurphy @ crs . loc .go v 


Agencies and Policy Areas 




Office of Justice Programs 


Nathan James 


DSP 


7-0264 

njames@crs.loc.gov 


Trade-related agencies; IT A, ITC, 


M. Angeles 


FDT 


7-0321 


USTR, NIPLECC 


Villarreal 




avillarreal @ crs .loc . go v 


BIS 


Ian Fergusson 


FDT 


7-4997 

ifergusson @ crs . loc .gov 


EDA 


Eugene Boyd 


G&F 


7-8689 

eboyd@crs.loc.gov 


MBDA 


Ted Murphy 


G&F 


7-6201 

tmurphy @ crs . loc .go v 


Telecommunications, NTIA 


Glenn McLoughlin 


RSI 


7-7073 

gmcloughlin @ crs .loc . go v 


Bureau of the Census 


Jennifer D. 
Williams 


G&F 


7-8640 

jwilliams@crs.loc.gov 


Patent and Trademark Office, 
NIST, Technology 
Administration 


Wendy H. Schacht 


RSI 


7-7066 

wschacht @ crs . loc . go v 


Office of Science and Technology 
Policy 


Dana Shea 


RSI 


7-6844 

dshea@crs.loc.gov 


NOAA 


Wayne Morrissey 


RSI 


7-7072 

wmorrissey@crs.loc.gov 


NASA 


Daniel Morgan 


RSI 


7-5849 

dmorgan@crs.loc.gov 


NSF 


Christine Matthews 


RSI 


7-7055 

cmatthe ws @ crs . loc . gov 


Marine Mammal Commission 


Gene Buck 


RSI 


7-7262 

gbuck@crs.loc.gov 


Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission 


Linda Levine 


DSP 


7-7756 

lie vine @ crs . loc .gov 




Abigail Rudman 


DSP 


7-9519 

arudman @ crs . loc .go v 


Legal Services Corporation 


Carmen Solomon- 
Fears 


DSP 


7-7306 

csolomonfears@crs.loc.gov 


Antitrust Modernization 
Commission 


Jan Rubin 


ALD 


7-9079 

jrubin@crs.loc.gov 


U.S. Commission on Civil Rights 


Garrine Laney 


DSP 


7-2518 

glaney @ crs . loc .go v 


State Justice Institute 


Steve Rutkus 


G&F 


7-7162 

srutkus @ crs .loc . go v 



Division abbreviations: ALD = American Law Division; DSP = Domestic Social Policy Division; 
FDT = Foreign Affairs, Defense, and Trade Division; G&F = Government and Finance Division; RSI 
= Resources, Science, and Industry Division. 
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